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This crafty Prince fully estimated the influence of the
clergy in the polities of Italy. He affected the most
profound zeal for religion. He was a man, for his day,
of many accomplishments, and sought the society of
those whom Liutprand dignifies by the name of philo-
sophers. Liutprand himself, the future historian, am-
bassador at Constantinople and Bishop of Cremona, was
brought up as a page in the court of Hugh of Provence;
and though his unbounded licentiousness as to women
could not but offend the pious ecclesiastic, the courtly
historian touches with great tenderness the other vices,
not by any means the lightest, of his royal patron.

The clergy of Italy, flattered by the homage, hailed
the landing of Hugh at Pisa as the restoration of an
age of peace and piety. Lanthbert, Archbishop of Milan,
was his ardent partisan, and hastened to meet him at
Pavia. The Pope himself, notwithstanding the con-
nexion of Hugh with the husband of Marozia, hoped,
perhaps, with the prize of the Imperial crown, to secure
his protection against his domestic tyrants. He

i                          ..r                                     July 19,926.

went to meet the King at Mantua: a treaty
was entered into, but the conditions are unknown.

The last hopes, however, of foreign protection were
vain. John X. was left to contest alone the government
of Rome with Marozia and her Tuscan husband. Neither
Borne, nor the mistress of Rome, regarded the real
services rendered by John X. to Christendom and to
Italy. The former lover, as public scandal averred, of
her mother, the saviour of Rome from the Saracens, was
surprised in the Lateran palace by this daring woman.
His brother Peter, as it appears, his great support in
the contest for the government of Rome, and DCath of
therefore the object of peculiar hatred to Guido John x'
and Marozia, was killed before his face, The Pope wag